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Security Ministers Hold Regional Meeting in 
Abidjan 

AB1503215595 Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN in 
French 14 Mar 95 p ? 


[Article by Diaby Salif: “Twenty-Six Security Ministers 
Meeting in Abidjan. The Crisis Point!”’—first paragraph 
is FRATERNITE MATIN introduction} 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] No sooner had he returned 
from a week’s crowded and intense official visit to the 
west of Cote a’Ivoire than the head of state, His Excel- 
lency Henri Konan Bedie, took part yesterday in the 
solemn opening of the meeting of 26 security ministers 
from West and Central Africa. On the agenda of this 
meeting, organized under the auspices of INTERPOL 
two and a half months after the opening of the first 
African subregional bureau in Abidjan (and its operation 
since yesterday), is the strategy to be adopted for the 
smooth running and development of the activities of this 
subregional bureau. 


African states must cooperate more closely in order to 
expect to overcome serious crime which is on the 
increase. This is one of the lessons that can be learned 
from the regional meeting of ministers in charge of 
security. This meeting was opened yesterday afternoon 
at the Hotel Ivoire by His Excellency Henri Konan Bedie 
who had just returned from his big tour in the west of the 
country. Twenty-six west and central African countries 
were represented at this meeting which marks the official 
opening in Abidjan-Vridi of the first African 
INTERPOL regional bureau. 


The choice of Abidjan for the opening of this bureau goes 
back to November 1992 at the 6!st session of the 
INTERPOL general assembly in Dakar. It is a consider- 
able gain that other African capitals were coveting at the 
time. 


There were, however, difficulties during the establish- 
ment of this bureau, as Security Minister General 
Gaston Quassenan Kone recalled yesterday. He then 
greeted the role played by President Henri Konan Bedie 
in the allocation of the Vridi offices, more so as a 
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problem of allocation had blocked the opening of this 
bureau and the partners began to express concern about 
the delay recorded in ihe realization of its objective. 
Fortunately, the instructions given by the head of state 
led to favorable results. 


With the opening of the Abidjan INTERPOL Bureau, it 
is now a question of having these nations assess the 
crime situation in the subregion and examine the prob- 
lems that are posed with acuteness, as Gen OQuassenan 
Kone stressed. He thought that the opening of the 
subregional bureau gives our states the opportunity to 
compare their experiences and adopt joint measures 
against serious crime. [passage omitted] 


SADC Army Chiefs Hold Meeting in Botswana 


MB1603145995 Gaborone Radio Botswana Network in 
English 1110 GMT 16 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Army chiefs from SADC 
{Southern African Development Community] countries 
are meeting in Gaborone today to discuss a regional 
approach to conflict prevention and management. 


According to the minister for presidential affairs and 
public administration, Mr. Ponatshego Kedikilwe, the 
seminar is expected to hear presentations on conflict 
management, sources of coups, and coup prevention. 


He was officially opening the two-day seminar of the 
defense committee of the Interstate Defense and Secu- 
rity Committee. He said armed forces in the region need 
to cooperate tc perform their duties diligently and avoid 
unnecessary conflict. 


Mr. Kedikilwe described conflict resolution as a good 
and noble insurance policy. He said it is a prerequisite 
for sustainable development, without which the region 
will not know peace and stability. He said with the 
Interstate Defense and Security Committee now com- 
plete, it is time to redefine strategies and consolidate 
efforts to ensure continued peace in the region. 


The minister said it is important to meet regularly to 
understand each other’s interests and to remove any fear 
or suspicion that may lead to conflict. 
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2 CENTRAL AFRICA 


Burundi 


Foreigners Afraid After Tutsi Militia 
Intimidations 


BR2103153495 Brussels DE MORGEN in Dutch 21 
Mar 95 p 3 


[Report by Gert Van Langendonck: “Three Belgians 
Murdered in Ambush in Burundi} 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Bujumbura—([passage 
omitted] Foreigners in Bujumbura are increasingly con- 
cerned about their own safety. The tension is enormous 
and many residents say that the chance of the situation 
going off the rails has never been so great as in recent 
days. “During the last week Tutsi youths have been 
exceptionally aggressive to whites. We are insulted on 
the street. They say we have no business being here,” 
said a Belgian woman resident. Yesterday morning a 
Belgian businessman had to be freed by Burundian 
soldiers after Tutsis from the Sans Echec militia burst 
into his office in the center, threatened him, and 
demanded money. 


The international conimunity does not understand what 
happened on Sunday. “All the foreigners were outside of 
that, apart from a few people married to Burundians,” 
said a Frenchman. “Moreover the Hutus knew that we 
sympathize with their cause. Logically it should not have 
been Belgians who were killed, but French people, and 
the killers should have been Tutsis not Hutus.” 


The Tutsis do not like the French because after the Tutsi 
coup of October 1993 they sheltered ministers who had 
gone into hiding, and sent soldiers to protect them. Last 
year two French soldiers were killed, officially because of 
a drunken fight. 


One possible explanation of the anti-Belgian feelings is 
the rumor that the Belgian Government has been asked 
to supply UN observers. In both camps there are extrem- 
ists who want no prying eyes. A Burundian observer had 
a simpler explanation. “These are people who want total 
chaos,” he said. “They killed these Belgians because they 
knew that it would make the situation even more diffi- 
cult and would put the president in a difficult situation.” 


Shooting Termed ‘Provocation’ To Make 
Foreigners Depart 


BR2103153895 Brussels LE SOIR in French 21 Mar 95 
plo 


[Report by Colette Braeckman: “Strategy of Tension in 
Burundi—Foreign Minister Refuses To Evacuate Bel- 
gians”] 
[FBIS Translated Text] A refusal to give in to the 
blackmaii by the extremists. But until when and at what 
price? 
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“It is important to not withdraw the entire international 
presence from Burundi, to not play the extremists’ 
game.” The comments of the Belgian foreign minister, 
who rejects the idea of evacuating our 909 compatriots, 
are a matter more of political voluntarism rather than a 
concrete analysis of the situation. It is obvious that for 
months Burundi has been subject to a veritable strategy 
of tension, and that from now on expatriates are them- 
selves potential hostages of the factions. 


In Bujumbura everyone knows that the attackers, by 
opening fire on Sunday, were following a precise political 
calculation, namely to provoke the departure of for- 
eigners by terror, so that the conflicts, if not the massa- 
cres, can take place behind closed doors. Like in Rwanda 
in 1994... 


It is this blackmail to which Vandenbroucke does not 
want to give in, and which the UN special representative 
Ould Abdallah also intends to resist, in order to give the 
moderates a chance right until the end. This was already 
the objective of holding a regional conference on refu- 
gees in Bujumbura. The refusal to evacuate and give in to 
the intimidations of Hutu ‘‘armed gangs” proceeds from 
the same logic: Not abandoning the country to its 
demons. However, it is obvious that this support to the 
legal institutions, President Ntibantunganya, and the 
government of which Nduwayo has just taken over the 
leadership, is gradually reaching its limits. 


There are several reasons for this: First because the 
apparent serenity of the president of the republic. who 
refuses to call a state of emergency, is interpreted as 
weakness by the Tutsi minority, some of whom are 
pushing the prime minister to act. Similarly the fact that 
Ntibantunganya is also refusing to appeal to foreign 
troops, whereas within FRODEBU [Front for Democ- 
racy in Burundi] there are many who dream of disman- 
tling the Army, is also seen as a betrayal of the Hutu 
“cause.” 


Moreover the strategy of tension has reached almost 
unbearable limits in recent days. The murder of the 
former mayor of Bujumbura, found disembowelled and 
with his eyes torn out, is not only a horrible crime. It is 
also a provocation toward the Army. Everything is 
happening as if fire-brands were hoping to push the 
military to the limit, so that they commit the irreparable 
error which would make foreign intervention inevitable. 
Similarly the murder last week of the mining minister, 
which provoked the anger of FRODEBU militants, can 
be attributed to several causes: It could be a political 
crime, but it could also be an affair linked to the war 
fought between the gold syndicates operating in the free 
zone, or wishing to gain access to it. 


Missions are succeeding one another in Bujumbura and 
abroad, and everyone is asking what can be done to 
prevent Burundi slipping. How can it not be seen that 
less than 20 km from the capital, on the Zairian side of 
the border, the combination of Hutu extremists and the 
Rwandan Interahamwe [pro-Republican National 
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Movement for Democracy and Development militia], 
duly armed and trained, is a major risk of destabiliza- 
tion, not only for Burundi but also fur fragile Rwanda? 
And how can it not be seen that a repetition of the 
tragedy is inevitably guaranteed by the total impunity 
guaranteed up to now to all the region’s criminals, 
whether they be the soldiers who murdered President 
Ndadaye and the civilians behind them, or those respon- 
sible for the massacres 2nd repression of October 1993, 
the tens of thousands who committed the Rwandan 
genocide, or the authors of the exactions which followed 
the taking of Kigali? 


ae Gangs Said To Control Capital’s Kamenge 
ea 


BR2zZ103153595 Brussels LA LIBRE BELGIQUE in 
French 21 Mar 95 p 4 


[Article by Marie-France Cros: “Hutu Militias: The 
Logic of Kamenge”’] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Kamenge is a city within a city. 
This district of Bujumbura is a bastion of Hutu extrem- 
ists by day and a city under siege by night. The military 
do not enter Kamenge during the day, simply erecting 
barricades at its limits. At night, they patrol its streets, 
sometimes in armored vehicles, while the inhabitants 
hide away in their hovels, leaping under their beds when 
shots are exchanged once again. 


By day it is the “Intagohekas” (the “‘vigilantes,” an 
extreme Hutu militia) who impose their own law. At the 
beginning of the year the Army discovered one of their 
prisons in Kamenge. It held five people, imprisoned 
there after having been tortured and one of them had to 
be sent to hospital. Next to the prison were the graves of 
persons executed by the Intagohekas. 


Punishment 


In the ci. the Hutus adopt an expression of disbelief 
when this prison is mentioned. But when we visited 
Kamenge in February, its inhabitants justified it. “The 
Intagohekas are there to protect the district from soldiers 
and Tutsi militias. But there are some bandits among 
them. I was attacked myself, in December,” a middle- 
aged man tells us. “Threatening me with their guns they 
robbed me of 300,000 Burundi francs (40,000 Belgian 
francs). I couldn't go to the police, or the Army would 
have taken it as an excuse to come and kill in Kamenge.” 


“So I reported it to the Intagohekas. They take care of 
discipline. They said that I should no longer be attacked 
and now I am more or less safe. The people found in 
their prison are criminals who they are punishing. If an 
Intagoheka kills a Hutu to rob him, the Intagohekas will 
execute the killer themselves. That is why there was a 
cemetery. It is just the same up country. And I am 
convinced that it is also like that among the Tutsis,” 
adds the man, the five other guests agreeing with him. 
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They were all convinced that it is the Hutu militia alone 
which enables them to survive. “The soldiers are afraid 
of the Intagohekas. They avoid confronting them 
because they too are afraid of being killed. It is the first 
time the Tutsis have seen that they can be killed by a 
Hutu.” The man’s comments meet with satisfied smiles. 


Each in His Own Corner 


The six people present were not concerned by the fact 
that this militia and the Hutu guerrillas based in Zaire do 
not obey a single leader. “‘Everybody does that in his own 
corner. It is like self- defense in a way. Before the Hutus 
never wanted to touch a gun, that was something for the 
soldiers. Now the Intagohekas are handing them out free 
of charge: at the end of 1993 and in early 1994 in 
Kamenge and Kinama. In March 1994 the Tutsis wanted 
to disarm Kamenge. Resistance was organized and the 
Intagohekas even had mortars! The Tutsis wanted to 
start again in April and September. But there has never 
been any attempt to disarm the Tutsi areas...” 


Ethnic Clashes, Escalating Violence Reported 


LD2103214395 Paris France-2 Television Network in 
French 1900 gMT 21 Mar 95 


{Italicized passages recorded] 


[FBIS Translated Text] There is an escalation of violence 
in Burundi. Aiter the attack in which 17 people, 
including three Belgian nationals, were killed near 
Bujumbura on Sunday, interethnic clashes resumed in 
the capital of Burundi the day after and, according to the 
national radio station, eight Bujumbura residents of 
Tutsi origin were killed last night. Is Burundi going to 
suffer the same grievous fate as its neighbor, Rwanda? 
We have a report from our special correspondents, 
Valerie Fourniou and Philippe Jasselin: 


[Fourniou] This is Kamenge, the only Hutu district of 
Bujumbura, the capital of Burundi, and the stronghold of 
the Hutu extremists who are standing up to the Tutsi 
government. In spite of the clean-up operations, the 
mainly Tutsi army has never succeeded in taking control 
of it. 


{Bujumbura Mayor Pierre Ntiyankundiye] That is war. If 
you enter a war zone, if you want to be sure, well... 
[Ntiyankundiye laughs] 


Massacres have already taken place here. How many have 
there been? Seventy deaths, 100 deaths? So, should even 
more be added to this? I can see that people here have had 
enough of it. 


[Fourniou] It is a town at war in which scenes of guerrilla 
incidents have been on the increase since the death a 
year ago of the Burundi president killed in the same 
plane as his Rwandan counterpart. Since then, revenge 
attack has followed revenge attack and murders have 
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been replaced by massacres. Fifty thousand people have 
already been killed in this ethnic war, all of them 
massacred like in Rwanda. 


{Jean-Marie, comedian—identified by screen caption] A 
black death and a wnite death are not the same thing. We 
have had 500,000 deaths. That would amount to the town 
of Nantes beinz wiped off the map. 


{Fourniou] Am appeal for help from Tutsis. 
[Jean-Marie] Just stop it. 
{Fourniou] There 1s fear of genocide, as in Rwanda. 


[Jean-Marie] There are 500,000, 600.0.\u, or 700,000 of 
us. One day or other we are going to be wiped off the map, 
as happened in Rwanda. There they were lucky enough to 
win the war. If we do not win the war there are 6 million 
of them. Where shall we go? Into Lake Tanganyika? We 
are dead, that is all. 


{[Fourniou] The ghosts of the Rwandan genocide are on 
evervone’s mind, as long as the Hutu and Tutsi extrem- 
ists reject any kind of consensus. 


[Foreign Minister Jean-Marie Ngendahayo] Not to 
achieve a consensus would mean suicide, and I do not 
believe that we could take that direction, whatever the 
strength of our death wish as a country. 


[Fourniou] In less than a year Burundi has had three 
presidents, two of them assassinated. Now on the verge 
of an ethnic and political explosion, each of the attacks 
and mankunts which take place one after another points 
to Burundi gradually turning into Rwanda’s twin 
brother. 


Gunfire, Grenade Explosions in Bwiza; 4 
Wounded 


FEA2203081295 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 0430 GMT 22 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Bwiza district in Bujumbura has 
experienced for the second consecutive time a night- 
marish evening interspersed with shots of automatic 
‘veapons and grenade explosions. According to the head 
of Bwiza district, whom we contacted on the telephone 
this morning, four people are said to have been wounded 
and a house on the third avenue burned down. [Words 
indistinct] put under control thanks to the fire brigade's 
rapid intervention. 


As soon as the curfew was in force at 1900, the assailants 
started shooting [words indistinct], either from the com- 
pounds where they were or from other hidden places. It 
was therefore difficult for the security forces on the spot 
to silence their weapons. 
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Besides this, the Bwiza interethnic clashes resu!ted .n 
eight people dead ard 16 others wounded the day befi re 
yesterday. 


Chad 


MDD Explains Kidnapping American, 3 Others 


AB2103221595 Ndjamena Radiodiffusion Nationale 


Tchadienne in French 1900 GMT 21 Mar 95 


i BIS Translated Text] An American, a Malian, and two 
Chadians were kidnapped in Mao on the night of 18 
March, Interior and Security Minister Abderamane !7zo 
announced this morning to our correspondents. Minister 
Izzo said the American, Anthony Johnson, was kid- 
napped together with his Malian houseboy, and his two 
Chadian guards [words indistinct]. 


[Begin Izzo recording} Mr. Johnson, an American ci.- 
izen, in charge of a development project in Mao, has 
been kidnapped at Mao. [end recording] 


[Paris AFP in English at 2!33 GMT on 21 March, ina 
Lagos-datelined item, adds: “An armed Chadian oppo- 
sition group Tuesday claimed responsibility for kidnap- 
ping an American working for a UN agency, saying tha! 
it had proved to the world that Chad’s President Idriss 
Deby had lost control. The Movement for Democracy 
and Development, MDD, said in a statement that ‘t had 
‘arrested’ Anthony Johnson, 43, overnight Saturday. 


(“The group had taken Johnson to ‘prove to the interna- 
tional community that President Idriss Deby’s claim that 
there is security in Chad is wrong,’ according to the 
statement faxed to AFP here from Kano in northern 
Nigeria. Johnson, married with four children ‘is in 
perfect state of health,’ said the statement, signed by a 
spokesman of the MDD on behalf of its president, 
Moussa Medella M. Seid. ‘With the capture of Anthony, 
the MDD reaffirms that insecurity is total in Chad 
contrary to what the government of President Deby 
would like the world to believe, MDD official Ousman 
Bourma told AFP by phone after faxing the message. He 
said the MDD would get in touch Tuesday with 
Johnson’s family to assure them that he was safe and that 
he "would soon be set free.’ 


(“The MDD statement said ail efforts in Chad towards 
national reconciliation, peace and democracy that 
exclude the opposition would be in vain, reiterating its 
call for inclusive round table talks. The group said that 
the refusal of the Movement for Salvation, the govern- 
ment in power in Ndjamena, to work for national 
reconciliation and respect for human rights can only 
aggravate the present political situation in Chad.”] 
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Kenya 


Moi Addresses Parliament, Urges Vigilance, 
Unity 

EA2103211895 Nairobi Kenya Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 1300 GMT 21 Mar 95 


{FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] His Excellency President 
Daniel arap Moi today reiterated that it was imperative 
for all Kenyans to be vigilant against all designs and 
forms of threats to the security, stability, and sovereignty 
of the country. He has at the same time said that the 
government will not compromise in discharging its 
duties of protecting Kenyans and their property. 


Saying that the painful lessons of the breakdown of law 
and order that led to chaos and national disintegration in 
some countries of the region were clear examples for 
Kenyans to take note of, the president said that it was 
imperative for Kenyans to maintain peace and tranquil- 
lity to avoid this. President Moi said divisive and 
parochial political interests that encourage destructive 
politics which can undermine the basis of nationhood 
should not be allowed to take root, and called on MP’s 
and other politicians to play their part in the consolida- 
tion of national unity. 


President Moi was speaking during the state opening of 
the fourth session of the seventh Parliament at Parlia- 
ment Buildings. 


President Moi said that it was pointless for the ruling 
party to oppose a bill merely because it was sponsored by 
the opposition, or the opposition to block legislation 
simply to frustrate the government. He said the welfare 
of the citizens and the national sovereignty must at all 
times remain the focus of national development efforts. 


The president reiterated that the major concern of all 
Kenyans, particularly leaders like MP’s, irrespective of 
their party affiliation, was to preserve peace and unity. 
He said that irresponsible utterances that can mislead 
the people, and undermine the unity of the nation should 
be avoided. 


President Moi emphasized his earlier appeal to MP’s to 
be at the forefront in adopting a patriotic stand to 
national issues. He said this [is] vital, since Kenyans 
deserve the best from their leaders. 


The president said that structural adjustment programs 
that were aimed at putting the economy back on a high 
positive growth path had started to yield substantial 
gains. However, President Moi said that the reforms had 
had a negative impact on the lives of the vulnerable 
members of the population. He, however, said with [the] 
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assistance of donors, the government was already 
funding some social dimension projects, which are part 
of [the] public investment program. [passage omitted] 


Somalia 


Ali Mahdi in Talks With Ethiopian Delegation 


EA2103213295 Mogadishu Voice of the Somali 
Republic in Somali 1700 GMT 21 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] His Excellency President Ali 
Mahdi Mohamed, chairman of the Somali Salvation 
Alliance [SSA], has received in his office the Ethiopian 
ambassador to Somalia, Mr. Lesan Yohanes, and a 
delegation of Ethiopian Somalis led by Sultan Mohamed 
Hassan Kababa. The purpose of their visit is to seek a 
peaceful solution to the Somali problem through dia- 
logue. A number of ministers from the SSA and the 
United Somali Congress attended the ceremony to wel- 
come the delegation. 


Speaking on the occasion, President Ali Mahdi 
Mohamed, the SSA chairman, thanked the delegation for 
paying the visit, and the Government of Ethiopia for its 
efforts to reconcile the Somali nation, and to bring about 
lasting peace. [passage omitted] 


Speaking during the ceremony, Ethiopian Ambassador 
Lesan Yohanes expressed gratitude for the warm hospi- 
tality accorded him. He also conveyed greetings from 
Ethiopian President Meles Zenawi to the president. He 
said the problems in Somalia affect Ethiopia, and that a 
lasting solution has to be reached. [passage omitted] 


SDM: ‘Bandits’ Attack in Bay Region 
EA2103212195 Mogadishu Voice of the Somali 
Republic in Somali 1100 GMT 21 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] A spokesman of the Somali 
Democratic Movement j[SDM] has said a group of armed 
bandits has carried out a provocative attack against 
various villages in Buurhakaba District, Bay Region, 
causing deaths, injuries, and destruction to property. 
The spokesman said that the armed group, who were 
armed with heavy and light weapons, were courageously 
engaged by SDM fighters who killed six of them, burned 
two technicals, seized one technical, and injured a 
number of raiders. 


In further comments on the attacks, the SDM spokesman 
said two SDM fighters were wounded in the attack, and 
two civilians were also killed. The spokesman said the 
aim of the attack by the raiders was to create instability 
in the region following the implementation of shari’ah 
law with the opening of an Islamic court in the region. 
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ANC, IFP Members Clash in KwaZulu/Natal 


7 Reported Killed 
MB2103174295 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1710 
GMT 21 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Pieterinaritzburg March 21 
SAPA—Seven people were shot dead and a policeman 
was wounded in continuing fighting between members of 
the Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP] and the African 
National Congress in Bhambayi, north of Durban, in 
KwaZulu/Natal on Tuesday. 


Police spokesman Maj Henry Budhram said on Tuesday 
night that three bodies were found after lunchtime and a 
further four later. A heavy police contingent of Internal 
Stability Division members had been moved in to 
restore order. One policeman had been wounded in the 
clashes, but he was awaiting details on this and the other 
incidents. The Bhambayi area has been plagued by 
clashes between IFP and ANC member: for a consider- 
able time, according to Maj Budhram. 


Death Toll Reduced to 4 


MB2203054395 Johannesburg SAPA in English 2102 
GMT 21 Mar 95 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] Pietermaritzurg March 21 
SAPA—Four people were shot dead and four were 
wounded in clashes involving members of the Inkatha 
Freedom Party [IFP] and the African National Congress 
in Bhambayi, north of Durban, in KwaZulu/Natal on 
Tuesday. KwaZulu/Natal police spokesman Maj Henry 
Budhram said an off-duty policeman who was visiting 
relatives was also wounded. He said members of the 
Internal Stability Division of the police had been sent in 
to restore order. He said earlier information that a total 
of seven bodies had been found on Tuesday afternoon 
proved unsubstantiated. 


South African Press Review for 22 Mar 
MB2203 113995 


[FBIS Editorial Report} 
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THE STAR 


ANC Urged to Cooperate in Police Investigation of 
Killings—Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 22 
March in a page 20 editorial endorses South African 
Police Services Commissioner George Fivaz’ initiative 
to appoint a special team of detectives to investigate two 
unresolved massacres: “the killing of eight Zulu pro- 
testers outside Shell House in Johannesburg on March 
28 last year and the slaying of three wounded AWB 
[Afrikaner Weerstandsbeweging; Afrikaner Resistance 
Movement] men in Mafeking in the same month.” Until 
now the ANC has “been. guilty of thwarting the police 
investigation of the Shell House killings at every turn.” If 
ANC cooperation is not forthcoming, Fivaz “shou!a 
charge its leaders with impeding the course of justice.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Editorial Questions Holomisa’s Leadership Fitness— 
The auditor- general’s report on the Transkei’s Public 
Debt Commission and 16 Transkei parastatals “provides 
an alarming glimpse into the anarchic state of the former 
homeland’s finances before it vanished through the 
trapdoor of history,” notes a page 12 editorial in Johan- 
nesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 22 March. There 
is “no suggestion” of corruption directly involving 
former Transkei military leader and now Deputy Envi- 
ronment Affairs Minister Bantu Holomisa, but it is not 
enough for him “as is his wont, to shift the blame onto 
the National Party. An affable man keen to demonstrate 
his democratic credentials and secure for himself a place 
in a future ANC government, he appeared oversuscep- 
tible to pressures from below and was loathe to stamp 
out abuse.” The latest disclosures on the homeland’s 
finances “raise serious questions about his fitness for 
even his current post. Against this background of con- 
tinued official foot-dragging on his associates, Winnie 
Mandela, Rocky Malebane-Metsing and Peter Mokaba, 
they also pose a challenge to a government which has 
repeatedly committed itself to clean and efficient admin- 
istration.” 
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Angola 
UNITA: FAA Troops Not Leaving Bela Vista 


MB2203073095 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 0600 GMT 22 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] General Chris Garuba, head of 
the UN Angola Verification Mission [Unavem] peace- 
keeping forces in Angola, said in Bailundo on 19 March 
that he would go to Bel: Vista on 21 March to oversee 
the departure of the Angolan Armed Forces [FAA] 
troops from the area. However, our correspondent in 
Bailundo reports he is not aware of Gen. Garuba’s 
arrival in Bela Vista. He noted that the presence of FAA 
troops in the area prevents the implementation of the 
next steps in the Lusaka Protocol and he added that the 
Unavem is well aware of this problem. 


Ambassador Isaias Samakuva, the National Union for 
the Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] representa- 
tive in the Joint Commission, has voiced concern over 
the Bela Vista issue. Talking about the Angolan peace 
process, that UNITA official expressed confidence con- 
cerning the latest developments, but he added that no 
progress will be made as long as the FAA forces stay in 
Bela Vista. 


[Begin Samakuva recording] This problem is becoming 
rather serious. We found that the national and interna- 
tional communities were (?concerned) when UNITA was 
getting ready to do what [words indistinct] that had to be 
overcome. There were even some fears which are now 
being confirmed. Those fears are exactly as you have 
described them: When the UNITA forces occupy some 
area, the government forces occupy [words indistinct} 
the Joint Commission has given special attention to this 
matter. In fact, the Unavem military chiefs have 
expressed their views concerning this matter. Now, we 
hope the government forces will withdraw from the areas 
UNITA has left. However, what worries us most at this 
point is the Bela Vista issue. As you are aware, the 
government forces were supposed to have withdrawn 
from Bela Vista, but they reoccupied it on the pretext 
that UNITA was guilty of a violation after allegedly 
attacking [words indistinct] and the government forces 
have not left Bela Vista yet. They have not shown the 
slightest desire to leave, either. This could further com- 
plicate the troop disengagement process. We can only 
hope that the mediators will act decisively and vigor- 
ously to ensure that the government forces withdraw 
from Bela Vista. [passage indistinct] 


We believe the Bela Vista issue should be settled as soon 
as possible so we can move on to the second stage of the 
troop disengagement process. That 1s what we would like 
to see happen. [end recording] 


Lesotho 


NSS Releases Hostage National Security Chief 


MB2203060595 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0428 
GMT 22 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Maseru March 22 SAPA— 
Lesotho National Secuiity Service [NSS] Chief Maj-Gen 
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Leaooa Seoane and Col Simon Thaha, who have been 
held hostage by junior NSS members for 14 days, have 
been handed over to the police. 


A spokesman for the rebels told SABC [South African 
Broadcasting Corporation] radio news that the men 
wou'd face charges of attempted murder, corruption and 
breach of the country’s security laws. He did not elabo- 
rate. 


Mozambique 


Parliament Rejects Renamo’s Five-Point Agenda 


MB2103184495 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 21 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The Assembly of the Republic 
began its second session today. It has approved Ren- 
amo’s [Mozambique National Resistance] membership 
in the Standing Commission and the agenda. The 
Renamo members are: Vicente Ululu, Raul Domingos, 
Orlando Graca, and Maria Angelina Enoque. An addi- 
tional Renamo member is still to be designated. 


The session will also approve the 1995 budget, the 
parliamentary regulations, and the deputies’ statutes. 
Renamo had submitted an additional five-point agenda 
on 18 March. Parliament turned it down because 
Renamo failed to comply with the regulations. 


Dhiakama on New Officials, Changes in Party 


MB2003 183495 Maputo SAVANA in Portuguese 3 Mar 
95 p 2-4 


[Report by Salomao Moyana] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The Mozambique National 
Resistance [Renamo] Party has a new secretary general 
starting this week. He is Francisco Xavier Marcelino, 
better known as Jose de Castro, who replaces Vicente 
Ululu, who will just be a member of parliament. 


Announcing the appointment, Renamo leader Afonso 
Dhiakama stressed that Jose de Castro’s true name is 
Francisco Xavier Marcelino. To guarantee his family’s 
safety during the war, Marcelino asked the Renamo 
president to allow him to be known as Jose de Castro, 
“which is a nom de guerre.” He was born in Nampula 
Province and is 50 years old. 


The Renamo leader also appointed a number of other 
department chiefs, who replace the “longtime” Renamo 
officials who will now devote all their time to parliamen- 
tary affairs. 


Thus, to replace Raul Domingos in the department of 
political affairs, the Renamo president appointed Car- 
valho Pensado, 33. Pensado was born in Tete and was a 
mathematics and physics teacher. 


Dhiakama named Joao Almirante as chief of the 
External Relations Department. Almirante, 36, was born 
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in Beira and was an education instructor. He later 
became Renamo’s representative in Kenya, Portugal, 
and Italy before ioining the Renamo negotiating team at 
the Rome peace accords. 


The :1ew head of Internal Administration Department ts 
Francisco Rupansana, 36. Rupansana was born in Gile, 
Zambezia Province. He was the cochairman of the 
Territorial Administration Commission, which was 
established within the framework of the peace accords. 


For Sociai Affairs Department. Dhiakama appointed 
Lourenco Macome, 36. Macome was born in Macia 
District. Gaza Province, and was a Renamo combatant 
and Renamo representative to the UN Office for 
Humanitarian Assistance Coordination. 


The Information Department is led by Lazaro Ernesto, 
34. Ernesto was born in Maputo and was a Renamo 
combatant and director of Renamo Radio. 


The Renamo Party Finance Department was assigned to 
Miguel Cosme Bonga, 47. Bonga was born in Mueda and 
was Renamo adviser to Cabo Delgado’s provincial gov- 
ernor. 


For better planning, Dhlakama has created the Depart- 
ment of Studies z<..¢ Planning, which will be led by Luis 
Tyvinta Mecupia, 35. Mecupia was born in Nampula and 
is an electronic engineer. 


The Department of Agriculture and Fishenes will con- 
tinue to be led by Raul Paris Baza, a former Renamo 
combatant who was born in Maputo. 


This reshuffle is noteworthy for the estabh-.nent of the 
Department of Defense and Security. It will be led by 
Reserves General Mario Frank, 38. Frank was born in 
Sussundenga. Manica Province, and had been a Renamo 
guerrilla since 1977. 


The only woman is Gania Aly Abdula Mussagy, 42. She 
will be the head of the Department of Education. Mus- 
sagy has been a teacher for the last 2! years. She was 
born in Inhambane and attended school through Stan- 
dard 11. She is married and has five children. She is 
currently a primary school teacher at Primeiro de Junho 
School in Maxixe and head of the Renamo Women’s 
League in Inhambane. 


Apart from these departments, Dhlakama said he has 
also created the Department of Support and Control, the 
main objective of which will be to render material and 
moral support to former Renamo fighters in rural areas, 
traditional chiefs, the elderly, and children. 


“We want this department to fundamentally devote 
itself to resolving people’s problems in rural areas” 
Dhliakama told SAVANA. 


Within the framework of his party organization, 
Dhlakama announced that a number of departments will 
be based in the provinces. This is the case with the 
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Departmen's of Political Affairs and Internal Adminis- 
tration. These departments will be based in Nampula 
Province, while two more departnients will be estab- 
lished in the city of F -ira. Another two departments wil! 
be based in Xai-Xai, Gaza, to deal specifically with 
people’s problem; in the area. 


Dhlakama says these departments will be based outside 
the capital to ensure that “they work to resolve people's 
problems in the field, instead of being based in Maputo, 
where they weuld not experience the problems and 
would only wait for repor:s.” 


He added that this is a new model of party organization 
and believes that other pol:tical parties, especially the 
Mozambique Liberation Front [Frelimo] Party, will 
follow Renamo’s example and place some key officials in 
provinces. 


The Renamo leader believes the Frelimo Party is expe- 
riencing a crisis of creativity and has been blindly 
copying Renamo’s strategies. For example, he said that 
after the Renamo national conference in Quelimane. the 
Frelimo Party also held its first national meeting outside 
Maputo (in Manica Province), something that had never 
happened before, he said. 


“This pleases me immensely, because it shows that we 
are contributing to the democratization of this country”, 
he said. 


Dhlakama said that the new heads of department; » 
sworn in at ian upcoming ceremony. He said hy © 
currently wo:king with the outgoing heads of depa:. 
ments to transfer the portfolios. 


He said he believes that the new leadership of “young 
peopie™ will bring “true surprises” in the field of com- 
petency and Renamo’s revitaiization throughout the 
country. 


“They were appointed to work—not to sit in offices in 
Maputo ™ he stressed. He added that Renamo’s physical 
presence in Maputo will be guaranteed by the Renamo 
deputies, who will also have the “specific task of inves- 
tigating and presenting people’s problems to Parlia- 
ment.” 


The Renamo president also announced the establish- 
ment of the National Political Commission, a political 
body made up of 25 senior Renamo members. It will 
examine the country’s political situation and propose 
solutions to various national problems. 


Dhiakama told SAVANA: “Some senior Renamo mem- 
bers who are members of parliament will be part of this 
commission. The commission will meet every two weeks 
to examine national problems and define solutions.” 


Dhiakama said this “complete” reshuffle in his party is 
the result of the Renamo national conference in Queli- 
mane. He described the conference as “historic”, since 
for “the first time, in Mozambique, a big political party 
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allowed criticism from its militants and citizens. This is 
not common in Africa. It is only common in Europe and 
the United States.” 


Dhlakama said another important feature of the Queli- 
mane conference “is that we decided to introduce 
internai elections—that is, Renamo delegates at different 
levels will be democratically elected.” 


We asked the Renamo !eader if central-level department 
chiefs will continue to be appointed by the president. 


“Yes, the party statutes have not been changed. The 
Statutes state that the Renamo president will appoint 
department chiefs at the central level, taking into 
account the National Council’s advice. This means that 
the Nationa! Council can reject the appointment of an 
individual to head a department, because it is the 
National Council that monitors departmental activi- 
ties.” 


Within the framework of decentralizing power in the 
party, Dhlakama said that from now on, the chairman of 
the Naiional Council and the Renamo president will not 
be ore and the same. 


The introduction of a party membership fee what not an 
easy decision, Dhlakama said. It was decided that each 
Renamo Party member will pay a monthly fee of 1,000 
meticals. 


He says: “Most of our members are unemployed and 
have been affected by the war and now are being 
included in the social reintegration process.” 


Concerned with the proliferation of unbecoming 
behavior within the party, Renamo decided to establish 
a disciplinary council. According to Dhlakzia, the 
council is an important instrument to impose discipline, 
which many party members lack. 


“During the war, we had regulations. People knew what 
they should and should not do. They also knew what 
would happen to them if they did things they should not 
have done. This is what we would like to see. Members 
should know the party regulations and behave accord- 
ingly.” 


The Renamo leader said that participants at the Queli- 
mane conference decided to create a political training 
institute in Maringue. 


Why Maringue? 


“Maringue is a historical place for us. It symbolizes the 
thousands and thousands of human lives lost in the 
shelling carried out by both Mozambiaue Armed Forces 
and Zimbabwean aircraft during the war. Maringue is a 
symbol of national resistance, a place where we grew up 
politically and where our cries for liberty were finally 
heard”, Dhlakama said. 


He added that Maringue is centrally located, so it is easy 
for people from different corners of the country to travel 
there at half the cost. 
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“Apait from the establishment of the political training 
institute in Maringue, we also decided to create other 
political training schools in each province. We want our 
members to know what differentiates them from mem- 
bers of other parties. We want them to know why 
Renamo is fighting and what the essence of Renamo’s 
policy and strategy is. We have observed that many 
Renamo members do not have an in-depth under- 
standing of its basic principles,” Dhlakama said. 


We asked Dhlakama if Renamo had decided to divide 
the country in two, in accordance with the election 
results. Dhlakama replied: 


“That was not approved at the conference. That was the 
feeling of a number of people who participated in the 
debates. These people felt this way because it has become 
increasingly clear that the Frelimo Party wants to elim- 
inate Renamo from the national map before the 1999 
elections. This information has been confirmed. We also 
concluded that the riches of the provinces we won in the 
elections are not serving the country. They are serving 
half a dozen corrupt ministers. These are the people who 
have the economic power, companies, and factories. 
These are the people who import goods from South 
Africa, Swaziland, Zimbabwe, and Malawi and do not 
pay customs duty. These goods are sold cheaper than 
goods produced in Chimoio, Beira, or Maputo. This 
affects development. People no longer give importance 
to national production. They only think of the black 
market, which is encouraged by corrupt ministe’ 5. Thus, 
the cost of living continues to skyrocket. After examining 
this issue, some members asked: “What are we waiting 
for? 


Dhiakama said the Frelimo Party is dividing the country 
by isolating citizens it suspects of voting for Renamo. He 
says that these citizens have no credit facilities or assis- 
tance to develop any economic undertaking. 


“In fact, when the government discovers a Renamo 
member trying to carry out a lucrative business, it shuts 
the doors, as if these people are not Mo: =mbicans. This 
signifies an attempt to divide the country,” the Renamo 
leader said. Dhlakama promised to continue to expose 
this antidemocratic practice. 


Tanzania's Mwinyi Speaks at Official Dinner 


M!B2203090495 Maputo Radio Maputo in English 1810 
GMT 21 Mar 95 


[Report on speech by Tanzanian President Ali Hassan 
Mwinyi at a dinner hosted in his honor by President 
Joaquim Chissano in Maputo on 20 March; from the 
“Outlook Africa’ program—italicized passages 
recorded] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Tanzanian \‘resident Ali 
Hassan Mwinyi is on a three-day official visit to Mozam- 
bique at the invitation of President Joaquim Chissano. 
President Mwinyi, who arrived in Maputo yesterday, 
held talks with Chissano on various issues relating to 
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their two countries’ cooperation. Both President Chis- 
sano and Mwinyi said their talks have been going well. 


Last night, President Mwinyi was offered a dinner in his 
honor. In his speech, Chissano, who spoke in Portuguese, 
said Mozambique and Tanzania are now going to resume 
with more dynamism their bilateral relations. On his 
part, President Mwinyi had this to say: 


[Mwinyi] /t is my ardent hope that this visit will be 
another important milestone in our journey to broaden, 
deepen, and consolidate relations and cooperation 
between our two countries and peoples. I have in mind in 
particular the very good discussions our two sides had this 
afternoon during which we agreed on a course of action 
toward this goal. It is my expectation that officials on both 
sides will quickly get to work and make our dreams for 
greater cooperation a reality in the shortest possible time. 


Mr. President: As you and the people of our two countries 
know, relations between us are historical and very deep 
indeed. At times they are actually blood relations. 


President Mwinyi went on to say that it was up to the 
historians to measure correctly Tanzania’s contribution 
to the liberation struggle for Mozambique’s indepen- 
dence. 


{[Mwinyi] For many years, Tanzania also became a 
sanctuary for refugees from Mozambique who had to flee 
war and persecution. Despite the internal conflict situa- 
tion, which characterized most of the years since indepen- 
dence in Mozambique, we are glad that our two countries 
and governments designed good programs for cooperation 
between us in fields such as trade, education, health, and 
agriculture to mention only a few, wholly operated under 
a joint cooperation agreement coordinated by a joint 
commission, as well as [word indistinct] meetings. Unfor- 
tunately, no meeting has taken place since 1992. We all 
understand the reason for this state of affairs, but I think 
we will understand also that we are now entering a new 
era in which it should be possible to have regular meetings 
and expand and consolidate our areas of cooperation. It is 
my hope that my visit to Mozambique at this time has 
created the necessary impetus toward the achievement of 
that goal. 


Mr. President, your invitation has also given me an 
opportunity to personally congratulate you and the Fre- 
limo [Mozambique Liberation Front] Party for winning 
last year’s general elections. 
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President Mwinyi said his visit was of a particular 
importance to him because he could not unfortunately 
(avail) himself of President Chissano’s invitation to 
attend Chissano’s swearing-in ceremony in Maputo in 
December as head of state following his victory in last 
year’s general elections. 


[Mwi iyi] But I am glad that you subsequently invited me 
again to Mozambique, and I am glad for this opportunity 
to offer you our heartfelt and sincere congratulations in 
person. I also congratulate all those candidates from all 
the political parties who won the elections, but even those 
who lost deserve our congratulation for contributing to the 
democratic political process in this country, and for 
having the courtesy to accept defeat. As (?was said) [word 
indistinct] he who does not accept defeat is not worthy of 
being a competitor. I wish also to congratulate the 
Mozambican people for coming out in large numbers to 
exercise their basic civil and democratic rights to vote. 
Above all, I congratulate them for the restoration of peace 
and reconciliation in their country. I commend in partic- 
ular the Frelimo government for going out of its way to 
accommodate and negotiate with Renamo [Mozambique 
National Resistance] for the sake of peace and harmony 
in Mozambique. This peace has now brought about a 
rapid growth in the Mozambican economy. It has also 
enabled the repairiation of thousands of Mozambican 
refugees who had sought sanctuary in neighboring coun- 
tries, Tanzania included. 


Mr. President, while the new government which you lead 
can start to rebuild (?the past) and the economy, it cannot 
unfortunately raise from the dead the over | million 
people who died during the years of conflict. 


President Mwinyi called upon all the people from all 
walks of life, regardless of their political affiliation, 
religion or race to stand together and move forward, 
away from conflict and closer to national trust, cooper- 
ation, and solidarity. 


{[Mwinyi] National unity is surely the best and most 
durable task toward the consolidation of the peace process 
in this country. There cannot be development without 
peace and there can never be peace without development. 
It is simple to create anarchy and it is the people of 
Mozambique who will bring about their own develop- 
ment. Let our vision be of a Mozambique in which all the 
people will live in peace and in harmony, a peaceful and 
a dynamic Mozambique whose valuable contribution will 
be felt beyond its borders. 
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Cote d’lvoire 


Liberian Factions Attack Border Town; 5 Killed 


AB2103192495 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 21 Mar 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] [Announcer] Five people have 
been reported killed in a raid on a village in the Ivory 
Coast [Cote d’Ivoire] which is home to many Liberian 
refugees. According ‘» mission workers in the Ivorian 
border town of Tabou, the attack was carried out by 
fighters from the National Patriotic Front of Liberia 
{[NPFL] in pursuit of an escaped member of a rival 
faction, the Liberian Peace Council. Our West Africa 
correspondent, David Bamford. reports: 


{Begin Bamford recording] According to aid workers in 
Tabou, the trouble began late on Saturday [18 March] 
night when a group of NPFL supporters abducted a 
Liberian man from Gozan, a village situated about 5 km 
inside Ivory Coast. The man was taken across the river 
into Liberia. He was apparently suspected of being an 
activist in the Liberian Peace Council which has been 
engaged in renewed fighting with the NPFL in south- 
eastern Liberia for the last six months. Posters printed by 
the NPFL with the man’s photograph and describing 
him as a wanted criminal, have been in circulation in 
Liberia, but his friends and relatives living in Gozan are 
said to have gone into Liberia on Sunday, and they 
managed to rescue him; but in retaliation, NPFL rebels 
returned to Ivory Coast on Monday across the porous 
frontier, and attacked the village with guns. They killed 
five people including, it is believed, the daughter of the 
man concerned. 


The incident has sparked off a wave of Liberian refugees 
fleeing toward Tabou from the border villages where 
more than 200,000 Liberians are scattered right along 
this part of the frontier. Ivorian soldiers have now 
manned the new checkpoint on the dirt track that the 
rebels used. When I visited Gozan and neighboring 
settlements a few days ago, just before the place was 
attacked, it was clear that NPFL supporters largely 
controlled the refugee villages. and that the Ivorian 
police give them a free rein to go backwards and for- 
wards between the two countries. That rein may be 
drawn in if incidents on Ivorian soil become frequent. 
{end recording] 


The Gambia 


Former Justice Minister Reportedly Arrested 


AB2103161995 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 1215 
GMT 21 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Former Justice Minister Fafa 
Edrissa Mbai was arrested in Banjul this morning, fol- 
lowing his dismissal from his ministerial post. Fafa 
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Edrissa Mbai was the initiator of the consultative com- 
mittee, a 22-member group which had received the 
approval of President Jammeh, and which was advo- 
Cating the return of civilians to power in Banjul as early 
as next year. 


This is not the first time a former minister has been 
arrested in The Gambia. Since the 22 July 1994 coup 
d’etat which took him to power, the Gambian head of 
state has ordered the arrests of several former ministers 
and influential civilians—all have been released later 
after being questioned. 


Lieutenant Yahya Jammeh overthrew the civilian 
regime of Dawda Jawara and announced that he 
intended to keep the military in power until December 
1998. But after decisions made by the United States, 
Japan, the European Union, and former colonial power 
Great Britain to suspend financial aid, Mr. Jammeh then 
set a new date of July 1996. Reliable Gambian sources 
report that the cabinet reshuffle that took place yesterday 
was intended to speed up the process leading to the 
return of a constitutional, democratic regime in The 
Gambia. 


We also just learned that the Gambian minister of trade, 
industry, and employment, John Bojan, who was dis- 
missed from his post yesterday during the cabinet 
reshuffle, has been appointed ambassador to France. Mr. 
Bojan is the uncle of the Gambian head of state. 


Officials: Interrogations, Not Arrests 


AB2103192995 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 21 Mar 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] [Announcer] There may be 
more trouble ahead for two of the ministers sacked in 
yesterday’s cabinet reshuffle in Gambia. Justice Minister 
Fafa Mbai and Foreign Minister Bolong Sonko were the 
most prominent casualties in the clearouts ordered by 
Captain Jammeh and the Armed Forces Provisional 
Ruling Council, AFPRC. Today there have been reports 
that Mbai and Sonko have been arrested. On the line to 
Banjul, Elizabeth Ohene asked Ibrahima Sesay, the 
editor of the Gambian DAILY OBSERVER, if he could 
confirm that the two former ministers had been picked 
up. 

[Begin recording] [Sesay] Well, the information we’ve 
got—and this was confirmed by the Ministry of Justice— 
is that both men have been invited by the National 
Intelligence Agency for interrogation. What they are 
saying is that these men are being interrogated, and have 
not been arrested as reported. 


[Ohene] Now, does anybody know why they are being 
interrogated? 


[Sesay] Well, I tried to find out from my source at the 
Ministry of Justice but the only thing he could say was 
that they are being interrogated vis-a-vis allegations of 
corruption. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


12 WEST AFRICA 


[Ohene] What is the word on the streets about, you 
know, what this corruption might entail? Was it while 
they have been in office or was it before? 


[Sesay] Well, for the foreign minister, for the ex-foreign 
minister, Mr. Sonko, he was recently accused by the 
government of the day of not retiring eight persons when 
he served as permanent secretary in the ousted PPP 
[People’s Progressive Party] regime. With regard to Fafa, 
the story is that he has been involved in allegations of 
corruption. 


[Ohene] Corruption while he has been attorney general 
and justice minister? 


[Sesay] Yes, in fact, yesterday when I gave an interview 
to the BBC saving that it was a mistake to have sacked 
Fafa Mbai, I mean, the moment I was out in the streets 
some people, you know, were not happy with what I said, 
saying that Fafa had been allegedly involved in corrup- 
tion. 


[Ohene] I take it that there is not a lot of sympathy for 
these ministers who have been sacked? 


[Sesay] Yes, surprisingly yes, I must admit. I must say 
that so many people are happy that these men are 
removed from their offices. [end recording] 


Spokesman Refers to ‘Reshuffle’ 


AB2203122595 London BBC World Service in English 
0600 GMT 22 Mar 95 


[From the “Network Africa’ program] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] [Announcer] In The Gambia, 
four senior government officials have been out of a job 
since Monday [20 March]. Two of them, the former 
foreign minister, Bolong Sonko, and the former justice 
minister, Fafa Mbai, were then reported to have been 
arrested over allegations of corruption. But The Gam- 
bian Government appears to have a different version of 
events. My colieague, Max Bancoley Jaret, called up 
Government’s spokesman Captain Ibo Jallow and asked 
him to clarify things: 


[Begin recording] [Jallow] Mr. Mbai is not arrested, and 
nobody is questioning him now as far as I know, I mean, 
he is free as any other private citizen in The Gambia and 
as far as I know, he has not [word indistinct] prevailing. 


[Jaret] There were some allegations of apparently... 
[pauses] allegations of corruption was behind his 
sacking. Can you comment on that at all? 


[Jallow] I mean, where are the allegations coming from? 
Are they coming from the government or are they 
personal speculations? 


[Jaret] Commentators within The Gambia, they say that 
one reason why he has been sacked is that there are 
accusations or allegations of corruption surrounding his 
post. I would like you to clarify for me from the govern- 
ment’s point of view, whether that is true or false. 


FBIS-AFR-95-055 
22 March 1995 


[Jallow] Okay, as of yesterday. there was a public release, 
and in the public release, it was quite clearly stated that 
this is a cabinet reshuffle, and the reason for this 
reshuffle is to optimize the output from these said 
ministries, that is the Ministry of Justice, Finance, and 
the External Affairs. I mean, as far as 1 know, there was 
no reason specified relating to any allegations on corrup- 
tion or whatever. If there is this case, that can be looked 
into and really established. But officially, as far as the 
public release is concerned, the reshuffle was made only 
to optimize output from these ministries. 


[Jaret] At least, a lot of people have been sacked over the 
last two days, Captain, and we hear also that the soiicitor 
general, (Amy Ben Suda), has been sacked. Why was she 
sacked? 


[Jallow] She is not sacked. She’s just been replaced by 
another lawyer. That is all. She is not sacked, anyway. 


[Jaret] So therefore, she has been sacked if she is no 
longer at her post, she’s been sacked? 


[Jallow, laughs] I won’t call it sack. I mean, this is not 
sacking. I mean, if you sack somebody, there might have 
been somehow young ministers. [sentence as heard] It is 
a penal action actually as far as | understand. And we are 
not terrorizing anybody. We are just replacing people. 
We feel that they can really optimize resources from 
their various responsibilities. That’s all. 


[Jaret] Are any former ministers being held in captivity 
as we speak? 


[Jallow] There is no former minister. | mean, if you 
mean, the reshuffle means as of yesterday? 


(Jaret, interrupting] Yes. 


[Jallow] None of the ministers is in custody, I mean they 
are are free as any other private citizens in The Gambia. 


[Jaret] And are any of the ministers under investigation 
for any matter? 


[Jallow] No, not as far as I know, not as at now as I know. 
There is not any set up investigation whatsoever, and 
they are free like private citizens, and they are just 
conducting and going about their business as private 
citizens. [end recording] 


[Announcer] I just wonder what the big difference there 
is between sacking, replacing, or dismissing. That was 
the spokesman for the Gambian Government, Captain 
Ibo Jallow, speaking from Banjul to Max Bancoley Jaret. 


Nigeria 
North Delegates Protest Rotation of Presidency 


AB2103194695 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 21 Mar 95 


(“From the Focus on Africa“ program] 
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{FBIS Transcribed Text] With all the pressure on Nige- 
ria’s military rulers to speed up the transition to civilian 
tule, the Constitutional Conference has been one of the 
few areas where things seem to have been going the 
government's way. Many of the delegates are govern- 
ment appointees, and the conference was set up in the 
teeth of complaints from the opposition that it is simply 
a rubber stamp; but now it looks as if the conference is 
split down the middle over the familiar problem of north 
versus south. On the line to Abuja, Elizabeth Ohene 
asked our correspondent, Umar Faruk Musa, what the 
problem was. 


[Begin recording] [Musa] Delegates from northern 
Nigeria at the Constitutional Conference walked out in 
protest. They were insisting that the clause relating to 
rotation of the presidency of the country should be 
transitional not permanent as contained in the draft 
Constitution now, but the chairman of the conference, 
Sir Justice Karibi-Whyte, insisted that the statement or 
the position of the rotational presidency should remain 
as it is now. 


[Ohene] Now, they've walked out, what does that mean? 
Does it mean they are abandoning the Constitutional 
Conference? 


{[Musz2' Well, they did not abandon it entirely because 
they later gathered and held a meeting. At the meeting 
they resolved that they will pass a vote of no confidence 
on the chairman of the conference. and then send a 
delegation to meet the Provisional Ruling Council, 
which is the highest ruling body of the country, and 
intimate them of the actions of the chairman and hap- 
penings at the conference which is likely to break the 
conference entirely, and the Military Government of the 
country has so much confidence and respect for the 
conference they will not allow that to happen. 


[Ohene] Now, what about those who didn’t walk out, the 
delegates from the southern part of the country? What 
are they saying? 


[Musa] They are also in support of what the chairman 
said but we should not also forget that some delegates 
from northern Nigeria stood their ground at the cham- 
bers where they insisted on the position but they could 
not get the attention of the chairman, and later they 
proceeded with other matters relating to the draft Con- 
stitution. 


[Ohene] It sounds to me as if there’s been, what, a 
north-south divide; a complete north-south divide in the 
assembly. 


[Musa] Definitely yes. In fact, from the word go, some 
delegates to the conference explained that the decision to 
rotate the presidency was not the decision taken by the 
conference at the start. It was just a resolve by a 
consensus committee which was established by some 
delegates who are prominent and power brokers, who 
decided that they should make the presidency rotational 
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so that there will be peace in the country. Some delegates 
insisted that the position was not democratic, and they 
kicked against it since the day it was passed. 


[Ohene] And I take it that the chairman of the assembly 
is from the south. 


[Musa] He is from the south, yes. [end recording] 


Country Asked To Avoid Commonwealth Summit 


AB2103200395 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 21 Mar 95 


{From the “Focus on Africa’”’ program] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The foreign minister of New 
Zealand, Donald McKinnon, has indicated that Nigeria 
should stay away from this year’s Commonwealth 
summit in New Zealand. He said that although his 
government could not prevent a Nigerian delegation 
from attending, New Zealanders would not give it a 
warm welcome. Mr. McKinnon condemned the series of 
recent arrests in Nigeria which the authorities said were 
in connection with a coup attempt. Mr. McKinnon 
described the Nigerian Government as one of the most 
intolerant in the world today. 


Sierra Leone 


Church Sources in Freetown Confirm Nuns’ 
Release 


AB2103133295 Paris AFP in English 1302 GMT 21 
Mar 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Freetown, March 21 (AFP)}-— 
Seven Roman Catholic nuns taken captive by rebels in 
Sierra Leone almost two months ago were freed “‘safe 
and sound” early Tuesday [21 March], church sources 
said here. The seven, six Italians and a Brazilian, were 
captured on January 25 by the Revolutionary United 
Front (RUF) led by renegade corporal Foday Sankoh. 


News of their release was first announced by the Vatican, 
which said it had been informed by Monsignor Luigi 
Travaglino, its envoy in Freetown, capital of the west 
African country. The Vatican said the nuns, who ran a 
polio clinic in the central town of Kambia were “handed 
over safe and sound on Tuesday morning to the bishop 
of Makeni”, Giorgio Biguzzi. 


They had arrived in Freetown and were welcomed by 
church officials and the ambassadors of Italy and Brazil, 
according to the Vatican, but the sources here did not 
confirm that they were in the capital. 


Biguzzi and Travaglino said they thanked “all the people 
who, in one fashion or another, have efficiently contrib- 
uted to the successful outcome of this affair”. 


On March 14, the RUF said it was planning to free a 
group of 16 kidnapped foreigners ‘‘within a few days” 
despite the last-minute cancellation of a planned hand- 
over date. 
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A spokesman for the movement said it was holding six 
Britons, two Swiss nationals aiid one German, as well as 
the nuns, and insisted they were all in good health. He 
described reports that some of them were ill as a “‘lie.” 


Denying that the foreigners were “hostages,” he said the 
“foreign friends” were being kept in a concrete building, 
with purified water, tea and coffee to drink and regular 
food, some of it imported. The RUF stated that a 
“scheduled” March 15 date to hand over the foreigners 
had been called off due to “constant air raids and heavy 
artillery bombardments by foreign forces deployed by 
the military junta.” Nigerian and Guinean troops are 
fighting in Sierra Leone. 


A total of 17 foreign nationzls disappeared between 
November 7 and January 25, but the RUF denied that 
another Swiss man was in their hands. 


The war began in March 1991 as a rebellion by the RUF 
against the regime of General Joseph Momoh, now in 
exile in Guinea. Momoh was overthrown in April 1992 
by junior officers disgruntled with his leadership of the 
war, bringing to power the junta led by Captain Valen- 
tine Strasser. 


Rebels To Free All Foreigners Except Britons 


AB2203114195 Paris AFP in English 1128 GMT 22 
Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Abidjan, March 22 (AFP)— 
Sierra Leone’s rebels on Wednesday (22 March] said 
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they will soon free all foreigners held under their “pro- 
tection”, with the exception of two British aid workers 
seized in November. 


In a statement released to AFP in Abidjan, the Revolu- 
tionary United Front (RUF) said the two Britons, 
Robert D’Cruz and Calum Murray, will be freed only 
when Britain ends military assistance to the junta in 
Freetown. 


The RUF statement from spokesman Alimamy Sankoh 
came a day after the rebels released, safe and sound, 
seven nuns after taking them captive almost two months 
ago. The seven, six Italians and a Brazilian, were handed 
over early Tuesday to the bishop of the town of Makeni, 
Giorgio Biguzzi. 

The nuns, who ran a polio clinic in the central town of 
Kambia, were seized on January 25 by the RUF rebels 
led by renegade corporal Foday Sankoh and held as 
hostages after their capture. 


Two British police have travelled to Sierra Leone to seek 
information on the remaining expatriates. The RUF last 
week stated that it was holding six Britons in all, with 
two Swiss nationals and a German. 


The rebellion by the RUF began in March 1991 against 
the regime of General Joseph Momoh, now in exile in 
Guinea. 

Momoh was overthrown in April 1992 by junior officers 
disgruntled with his leadership of the war, bringing to 
power the junta led by Captain Valentine Strasser. An 
estimated 10,000 people have died in the conflict. 
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